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Fallujah. There were times during the
fighting when he could hear the bullets
whistling past his head. His best friend
lost an arm and a leg in the Battle for
Fallujah.

Being unable to obtain leave in order
to attend the wedding of his brother
last March, members of his family
made a life-size cutout of Corporal
Smith and moved it around the dance
floor as the night progressed. On learn-
ing of Corporal Smith’s death, his fam-
ily placed the cutout in the living room
of their home. That silhouette of Cor-
poral Smith, dressed sharply in his Ma-
rine uniform, today remains in our
hearts as a symbol that he served his
country with honor and courage.

Recently, I had the opportunity to
visit a website created to honor him. I
was struck by the number of comments
and sentiments that clearly showed
that Corporal Smith was a true friend
and loved by all who knew him. In one
particularly moving tribute, a fellow
mourner wrote that he could not imag-
ine Corporal Smith departing this life
“in any other way than selflessly serv-
ing others.”

Mr. President, it is a privilege to
learn about the extraordinary life of
such a man.

——————

SUSPENSION OF RUSSIA FROM
THE G8

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
rise today, along with my good friend
Senator McCAIN, to speak about a reso-
lution that is of great importance to
the cause of democracy which we have
devoted America to advance at home
and around the world. In November 2003
Senator MCCAIN and I were moved by
Russia’s failure to adhere to demo-
cratic principles to submit a resolution
to hold Russia accountable for the
commitments Moscow made when first
invited to participate in what became
known as the G8. Since then, the situa-
tion in Russia has deteriorated. I am
particularly pleased that Senators
BAYH, BURNS, CHAMBLISS, SMITH, and
DURBIN have joined as original co-spon-
sors of this resolution indicating the
increasing Senatorial concern over the
accelerating erosion of democratic and
economic freedom in Russia. As Presi-
dent Bush returns from his meeting
with President Putin at the summit in
Bratislava, we call once again on the
President of the United States and the
Secretary of State to work with our
partners in the G7 to condition Rus-
sia’s continued participation in the G8
on Russia’s compliance with basic
standards of democracy and rule of
law.

We have a real stake in Russia’s ad-
herence to democratic norms because
our commitment to Russia’s transition
toward democracy is critical to secure
a peaceful future with Russia. The G7
nations are highly industrialized coun-
tries bound together by fundamental
principles of democracy, rule of law, a
free market system, and respect for
human rights.
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The actions of President Putin over
the past few years have raised serious
concerns about Russia’s commitment
to these principles. There is a long list
of well-documented antidemocratic de-
velopments in Russia. The Putin ad-
ministration has limited freedom of ex-
pression in Russia by seizing inde-
pendent media organizations and sup-
pressing the activities of independent
journalists, religious organizations,
and nongovernmental organizations
that are all integral components of a
healthy civil society. The Russian gov-
ernment’s dismantling of Yukos and
the arrest of its founder Mikhail
Khodorkovsky 16 months ago raised se-
rious doubts about Russia’s commit-
ment to free market principles and rule
of law as well as respect for property
and shareholder rights. The Federal Se-
curity Services, FSB, play a strong
role in Russia’s power structures in a
manner reminiscent of the KGB in the
old regime. President Putin’s support
for the first fraudulent results in the
Ukrainian presidential elections last
year exhibited disregard for basic
democratic principles. Fortunately, a
democratic outcome prevailed in a new
vote and Yushchenko’s victory—a very
positive development for Ukraine’s and
Russia’s democrats.

We were all moved by the horrific at-
tack on the schoolchildren and families
of Beslan school last September. There
can be no justification for such brutal
acts and we condemn them with every
fiber of our soul. Our hearts and sym-
pathy go out to the families of these
victims as they continue to cope with
the loss of their loved ones. The United
States condemns terrorism in all
forms. But the tragedy of the Beslan
school should not be used by President
Putin to retreat from democratic re-
forms. In the wake of the Beslan crisis,
President Putin abolished the popular
election of regional governors in favor
of ©presidential appointees. These
changes to the Russian political sys-
tem enhance the power of the executive
branch, while reducing the checks and
balances that make democracies work.
As former Secretary of State Colin
Powell said, ‘“We understand the need
to fight against terrorism . . . but in
an attempt to go after terrorists I
think one has to strike a proper bal-
ance to make sure that you don’t move
in a direction that takes you away
from the democratic reforms or the
democratic process.”

Allowing Russia to continue its in-
volvement in the G8 and to host the
2006 G8 Summit while continuing to
undermine democracy makes mockery
of the very principles that bind the
G8 countries together. This resolution
is not anti-Russian; it is a strong show
of support for Russia’s democrats who
have long urged the United States to
not turn a blind eye to undemocratic
developments in Russia. Sharing a
deeply personal moment from his time
in Soviet Gulag, Natan Sharansky re-
cently told a group of Senators how
deeply supported he felt when Presi-
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dent Reagan gave his famous ‘‘evil em-
pire”’ speech that honestly addressed
the oppression of the Soviet system.
Since then Russia has come a long
way, but we must speak openly in the
face of the backsliding we are seeing.
As Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice recently said, ‘““The real deepening
of our relations can only take place on
the basis of common values.”” To do
otherwise would be to shirk our respon-
sibilities as a leader of the democratic
world. And as President Bush said so
eloquently in his inaugural and State
of the Union addresses, America’s secu-
rity is advanced by the advancement of
freedom. This resolution puts those
sentiments into concrete action and I
urge my fellow Senators to support it.

—————

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate
crimes legislation that would add new
categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

In December of 2004, a gay man was
attacked outside of his Kansas City
home by two unknown assailants.
Floyd Elliot reported to authorities
that two men held him down, cut him
with a knife, and used the knife to
burn letters into his skin. It looks as if
the assailants were attempting to
“brand”” a homosexual slur onto the
victim’s chest. The attack is being in-
vestigated as a hate crime.

I believe that the Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO HARRY T. CORBETT

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, today I
would like to commend Mr. Harry T.
Corbett, Postmaster of the Wentzville
Post Office, for his 38-year tenure with
the United States Postal Service. Mr.
Corbett will retire from the U.S. Postal
Service on March 3, 2005. Mr. Corbett
began his career with the Postal Serv-
ice in March of 1967 as a substitute city
carrier for the Saint Ann, Missouri
Post Office. In 1980, he was named
Postmaster of the Wentzville Post Of-
fice.

In the 38 years between being a sub-
stitute city carrier and Postmaster,
Mr. Corbett held several positions
within the postal system. In 1968, he
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